COMPARISON BRIEF — ACCOUNTING
Wave vs QuickBooks
Both handle small-business accounting, but Wave is free for core accounting and invoicing, monetizing through payment processing and payroll add-ons. QuickBooks is a paid platform with significantly more depth, reporting, and third-party integration.
	Criterion
	Wave
	QuickBooks

	Best For
	Very small businesses or solo operators with simple, low-volume bookkeeping needs.
	Growing businesses that need deeper reporting, inventory, and integrations.

	Pricing Model
	Free core accounting and invoicing; paid add-ons for payments and payroll.
	Paid tiers scaling with features and users.

	Learning Curve
	Low — simple interface built for non-accountants.
	Moderate — more powerful, with a learning curve to match.

	Reporting
	Basic reporting adequate for very small operations.
	Advanced reporting suited to more complex businesses.

	App Ecosystem
	Limited third-party integrations.
	Very large ecosystem of integrations and add-ons.

	Where It Falls Short
	Outgrown quickly as transaction volume or complexity increases.
	Meaningfully more expensive than a free tool for very simple needs.


Bottom Line
Choose Wave when the business is very small, transaction volume is low, and budget is the primary constraint. Choose QuickBooks when the business needs deeper reporting, integrations, or expects meaningful growth.
Ask Before You Buy
1. Confirm Wave's payment processing fees against your actual transaction volume — that's where its cost lives.
1. Reassess in 12 months; Wave is often a starting point rather than a long-term platform.
1. Check accountant compatibility before committing, especially at tax time.
Infinite Way Ventures — InnovateTek Solutions comparison brief. Pricing and features change; verify current details directly with each vendor before purchase.
